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| A VERY. well-drefled young Gentle- 


man brought me a ſmall Book, in 


Manuſcript, containing the following Sheets; 
he aſſured me they were Extracts from 


original Letters received from his Corre- 


ſpondent, who was an Officer in one of the 
Regiments in Virginia. I took the Book, 
and ſhewed it to a Friend of mine, who had 
been in that Province, as well as in other 
Parts of America, and who is a Man of 
Learning. I defired his Opinion upon the 
Book; after he had peruſed it, he brought 
it back to me, and declared, that he was 
ſatisfied the Letters were genuine; that 


the Deſcription of the Country was true and 


natural, and could not be made by any 


one Who had not been upon the Spot; he 
ſaid that indeed it was the worſt Side f 


the Picture, and though it was like, it 
Was an ugly Likeneſs of the People, and re- 
ſembled a Dutch Picture, good Painting 
upon a diſagreeable Subject: he ſaid, that 
he ſuppoſed this aroſe from the Officer who 
wrote it being only acquainted with the 
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lower Planters, and Out-Plantations, which 
certainly anſwers to his Deſcription; but if 
he had been acquainted with the rich 
conſiderable Gentlemen, who are as wor 
Men as any in the World, he would have 
given quite another Account of that Pro- 
vince; and yet both would have been true, 
being of different Claſſes of People, and 
different Parts of the ſame Country. Grains 
of Allowance alſo ſhould be given to the 
Officer, being quite diſguſted at the Service 
in that Country, for it appears from his 
Letters, he was of a Character that loved 
Pleaſure and publick Diverſions, and the 


Want of them made him fee every Thing 
in a black and difagreeable Light. 


He ſaid, with reſpect to the Stile, it was 
very incorrect, and fhewed that the Writer, | 
though he might be a good Soldier, was no 
Scholar, and that the Letters were wrote to 
a Correſpondent without the Intention of 
being printed; he advifed me not to have 
them altered, for he ſaid the judicious Peo- 
ple would rather like to ſee the Original 
with its Errors, than to have. a Book that 
was vamp'd up, and cortected by a Scholar; 
who, perhaps, knew notliing: of the original 
Subj ect. 1 took his Advice; and give to 
ths Publick the Extract of the ern Jun 
as I received them 2 2X 
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DEAR SIR, |, 


— 


OU defire me to let you know the 
Particulars of our Expedition, and an 
Account at large of the Nature of the Coun. 
try, and how they live here; alſo of the 
Manfler of the Service, and which Corps is 
the moſt agreeable to ſerve in, becauſe it 
has been propoſed to you to ſtrive ta buy 
4 Commiſſion here, and that you, waited 
my Advice to determine, Dear Sir, I love 
you ſo well that I (hall at once tell you, 
| reckon the Pay I bought my "Commiſſion 
the moſt unhappy in my Life, excepting 
that in which I landed in this Country. As 
for the Climate, it is exceſſive hot in Sum- 
mer, and ae difagreeably cold in Winter, and 
there is no Comfort in the Spring; none of 
thoſe Months of gentle genial Warmth; which 
tevives all Nature, and fills every Soul with 
851 vernal 
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vernal Delight; far from this, the Spring 
here is of very few Days, for as ſoon as the 
ſevere Froſts go off, the Heat of the 
neighbouring Sun brings on Summer at-onee, 
one Day ſhall be Froſt, and the next more 
ſcorching or ſultry and faint than the hotteſt 
Dog-Day in England. What is exceſſively 
difagreeable here is, that the Wealth of the 
Country conſiſts in Slaves, ſo that all one 
eats riſes out of driving and whipping theſe 
poor Wretches; this Kind of Authority fo 
corrupts the Mind of the Maſters, and makes 
them ſo overbearing, tnat they are the-moſt 
troubleſome Company upon Earth, which 
adds much to the Uncomfortableneſs of the 
Place. You cannot conceive how it ſtrikes 


the Mind on the firſt Arrival, to have all 


theſe black Faces with grim Looks round 
you, inſtead of being ſerved by blooming 
Maid Servants, or gentee] white Livery 
Men : I was invited -to Supper by a- rich 
Planter, and the Heat of the Climate, the 
dim Light of the Myrtle Wax-Candles, and 
the Number of black half-naked - Servants 
that attended us, made me think of the 
infernal Regions, and that I was at Supper 
with Pluto, only there was no beautiful 
Proſerpine, for the Lady of the Houſe 
was more like one of the Furies; ſhe had 
paſſed through the Education of the 2 
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lege of | Newgate, ''as great Numbers from 
thence arrive here yearly : Moſt being cun- 
ning Jades, ſome pick up fooliſh Planters ; 
this Lady's Huſband'was far from a Fool, 
but had married, not only for the Charms 
of her Perſon, but becauſe her Art and 
Skill was quite uſeful to him in carrying on 
of his Buſineſs and Affairs, many of which 
were worthy of an adept in the College 
ſhe came from. Among others he made 
me pay for my Supper by ſelling me a Horſe 
upon Honour, which, as ſoon as it was 
cool, - ſhewed jtſelf Dog-lame and Moon- 
Fe 05937. 35 5434y 0385508 | 415123171 

As for eating, they have the Names of 
almoſt every Thing that is delicious, or in 
Faſhion in England, but they give them to 
Things as little like as Cæſar or Pompey 
vere to the Negroes. whom they call by 
thoſe Names. For what they call a Hare 
is a Creature half Cat, half Rabbet, with 
white ſtrong Fleſh, and that burrows in 
rotten Trees; they call a Bird not much 
bigger than a Fieldfare, with hard, dry, ſtrong 
Fleſb, hardly eatable, a Partridge. The 
beſt Thing they have is a wild Turky, 
but this is only in Seaſon one Month in 
the Year; the reſt it is hard, ſtrong, and 
dry. As for Beef, the Months of. Gcober 
and Nove uber excepted, it is Carrion; that 
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is to ſay, ſo lean as it would not be calls! 
ed Meat in England; their Mutton is 
always as ſtrong as Goat's Fleſh; their 
Veal is red and lean, and indeed the 
Heat of the Summer and the pinching 
Froſt of Winter, makes all like Pharash's 
lean Kine. They brag of the Fruits, that 
they bave ſuch plenty of Peaches as to feet 
Hogs 30 and indeed that is true, they are 
fit for nothing elſe; I do not remember, a2. 
mong the Multitudes that I have taſted, above 
one or: tw that were catable, the reſt werg 
either ,mealy or choaky. Melons grow in 
Fields, and are plentier than Pumpkins ain 
England, as large and as taſtelefs; there are 
ſuch Quantities that the Houſes ſtink of them. 
the Heat of the Country makes them at olice 
mellow, ſo chat they hardly ever have the 
fine racy Taſte of an Engliſb good Melon, 
for in Englando you have many. bad Melons: 
to one good; but here the Heat makes all: 
Fruits like us young Fellows, rotten before 
they are ripe. With reſpect to Fiſh, they 
have neither Salmon, Carp, Trout, Smelts, 


nor hardly any one good Kind of Fith :. they 


give the Name of Trout to a white Sea-fiſh, 
no more like a Trout than a Cat to a Hare; 
they have one good, nay excellent Kind -of 
Fiſh, I mean a Turtle; but as ſcarce as in 
England. With reſpe& to public Diver- 
ſions, the worſt Exgliſb Country Town ex- 
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ceeds all they have in the whole Province. As 
toDrink, Burgundy and Champaign were ſcarce 
ever he ard of; Claret they have but poorStuff, 
tawny and prick'd, for it cannot ſtand the 
Heat of the Summer, which alſo ſpoils the 
Port; the Madeira is the beſt Wine they 
have, but that only of the worſt Growths, 
for the beſt are ſent to Jamaica or En- 
gland; their only tolerable Drink is Rum 
Punch, which they ſwill Morning, Noon, 
and Night. Their Produce is Tobacco; they 
are ſo attached to that, and their Avarice 
to raiſe it, makes them negle& every Com- 
fort of Life : But the Intemperance of the 


Climate affects not only all the Cattle, 


Fruits, and Growths of the Country, but 
the human Race; and it is rare to ſee a na- 
tive reach 50 Years of Age, I have heard 
from the beſt Judges, I mean the kind 
hearted Ladies moſt in Vogue, that a Vi- 
ginian is as old at 30, as an Engliſhman at 
60. The Ladies I ſpeak of are well ex- 
perienced, and for moſt of them the Public 
have for peculiar Merit paid the Paſſage, 
and honoured with an Order for Tran- 


ſportation on Record. I would not de- 


ceive you fo have told you the Truth; I 
have not exaggerated, but have .omitted 
many diſagreeable Circumſtances, ſuch as 
Thunder Storms, Yellow Fevers, Muſke- 
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( 10 ) 
toes, other Vermin, Cc. with which TI thall 
nat trouble you. The Ship is juſt going, my 
Service to Friends, and believe me to be, 

Dear Sir, 
| Yours, &c. 


LEE 1 BM. 18 
Dear Sir, 
Sent a Letter to you by Captain Johnſon, 
bound for Briſgol, with a full Account of 
the Country, by which you will ſee the 
Reaſons why it will be highly improper for 
you to buy into the Troops here; I ſend 
this by a Ship bound for London. 

They make here a Diviſion between the 
Settlements and the Woods, though the 
Settiements are what we ſhould call very 
woody in Europe. The Face of the Country 
is entirely different from any Thing J ever. 
{aw before; the Fields have not the Appear- 
ance of what bears that Name in Europe, 
inſtead of ploughed Grounds or Meadows, 
chey are all laid out in Hillocks, each of 
which bears Tobacco Plants, with Paths 
noed between, When the Tobacco is green 
it looks like a Coppice; when pulled the 
Ground looks more like Hop-Yards than 
Fields, which makes a very diſagreeable 


Appearance to the Eye. The Indian Corn 


aiſo, 


N 

alſo, and all their Culture runs upon hilling 
with the Hoe, and the Indian Corn grows 
like Reeds to eight or nine Feet high. In- 
deed in ſome Parts of the Country Wheat 
grows, but Tobacco and Indian Corn is the 
chief. "Ws 

From the Heart of the Settlements we 
are now got into the Cow-Pens, the Keepers 
of theſe are very extraordinary Kind of 
Fellows, they drive up their Herds on Horſe- 
back, and they had need do ſo, for their 
Cattle are near as wild as Deer; a Cow- Pen 
generally conſiſts of a very large Cottage or 
Houle in the Woods, with about four-fcore 
or one hundred Acres, incloſed with high 
Rails and divided; a ſmall Incloſure they 
keep for Corn, for the Family, the reſt is the 
Paſture in which they keep their Calves; 
but the Manner is far different from any 
Thing you ever ſaw ; they may perhaps have 
a Stock of four or five hundred to a thoufand 
Head of Cattle belonging to a Cow-Pen, 
theſe run as they pleaſe in the great Woods, 
where there are no Incloſures to ſtop them. 
In the Month of March the Cows begin to 
drop their Calves, then theCow-Pen Maſter, 
with all his Men, rides cut to ſee and drive 
up the Cows with all their new fallen Calves, 
they being weak cannot run away ſo as tg 
eſcape, therefore are eaſily drove up, and 
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the Bulls and other Cattle follow them; 
then they put theſe Calves into the Paſture, 
and every Morning and Evening ſuffer the 
Cows to come and ſuckle them, which done 
they let the Cows out into the great Woods 
to ſhift for their Food as well as they can; 
whilſt the Calf is ſucking one Tit of the 
Cow, the Woman of the Cow-Pen is milk- 


ing one of the other Tits, ſo that ſhe ſteals 


ſome Milk from the Cow, who thinks ſhe 
is giving it to the Calf; as ſoon as the Cow 


begins to grow dry, and the Calf grows 


ſtrong, they mark them, if they are Males 
they cut them, and let them go into the 
Wood. Every Year in September and Oc- 


tober they drive, up the Market Steers, that 


are Fat and of a proper Age, and kill them; 
they ſay they are fat in October, but I am 
ſure they are not ſo in May, June, and July; 
they reckon that out of 100 Head of Cattle 
they can kill about 10 or 12 Steers, and four 
or five Cows a Year; ſo they reckon that 
a Cow-Pen for every 100 Head of Cattle 
brings about 40% Sterling per Year, The 
Keepers live chicfty upon Milk, for out of 
their vaſt Herds, they do condeſcend to 
tame Cows enough to keep their Family in 
Milk, Whey, Curds, Cheeſe and Butter; 
they alſo have Fleſh in Abundance ſuch as 
it is, for they cat the old Cows and lean 
| £ Calves 
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(13) 
Calves that are like to die. TheCow-Pen Men 
are hardy People, are almoſt continually on 
Horſeback, being obliged to know the Haunts 
of their Cattle. 

You ſee, Sir, what a wild ſet of Creatures 
our Engliſh Men grow into, when they loſe 
Society, and it is ſurprizing to think how 
many Advantages they throw away, which 
our induſtrious Country-Men would be glad 
of: Out of many hundred Cows they 
will not give themſelves the Trouble of 
milking more than will maintain their Fa- 
mily.— The reſt is left out being upon pri- 
vate Affairs. wy 


Dear Sir, 3 
Ince my laſt, we are got out of the Set- 
tlements and into the Woods. The 
Scene is changed, but not for the better. 
I thought we were then ſo bad that we had 
the Conſolation of being out of Danger 
of being worſe, but I found myſelf miſtaken. 
The mutinous Spirit of the Men encreaſes, 
but we will get the better of that, we will 
ſee which will be tired firſt, they of de- 
ſerving Puniſhments, or we of inflicting 
them. I cannot but ſay the very Face of 
the Country is enough to ſtrike a Damp 8 
the 


(14) 
the moſt reſolute Mind; tlie Fatigues, and 
Wants we ſuffer, added, are enough to di- 
ſpirit common Men; nor ſhould I blame 
them for being low ſpirited, but they are 
mutinous, and this came from a higher 
Spring than the Hardſhips here, for they 
were tainted in Ireland by the factious Cry 
againſt the L--- L-----, Ld G------ , and 
the Primate; the wicked Spirit inſtilled 
there by Pamphlets and Converſation, got 
amongſt the common Soldiers, who, tho' 
they are Engliſhmen, yet are not the lets 
ſtubborn and mutinous for that. They have 
the Impudence to pretend to judge of and 
blame every Step, not not only of the Offi- 
cers, but of the Miniſtry, They, every now 
and then, in their Defence ſay they are free 
Engliſhmen, and Proteſtants, and are not 
obliged to obey Orders if they are not fed 
with Bread, and paid with Money; now 
there is often only Bills to pay them with, 
and no Bread but Indian Corn. In fine, 
in Europe they were better fed than taught; 
now they muſt be better taught than fed. 
Indeed the Officers are as ill off about Food 
as they, the General himſelf, who under- 
ſtands good Fating as well as any Man, 
carinot find wherewithal to make a tolerable 
Dinner of, tho' he hath two good Cooks who 
could make an excellent Ragout out of a Pair 


of 
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of Boots, had they but Materials to toſs them 
up with; the Proviſion in the Settlements was 
bad, but here we can get nothing but Indian 
Corn, or mouldy Biſket; the freſh Bread 
we muſt bake in Holes in the Ground having 
no Ovens, ſo beſides the Muſtineſs of the 
Flour, it is half Sand and Dirt. We are 
happy if we can get ſome ruſty ſalt Pork, or 
Beef, which hath been carried without 
Pickle; for as we cannot carryBarrels on Hor- 
ſes, we are forced to take out the Meat 
and put it in Packs on Horſes Backs; ſome- 
times we get a few live Cattle from the 
Cow-Pens, but they are ſo lean that they 
are Carion and unwholſome. To this is 
added, the Heat of the Country, which oc- 
caſions ſuch Faintneſs, that the Men can 
hardly carry their Arms; and ſometimes 
when theſe Heats are a little relaxed, there 
* comes ſuch Storms of Rain, Thunder and. 
Lightening, that all the Element ſeems on 
Fire; Numbers of Pine Trees ſtruck toShivers, 
and ſuch Effects of Lightening, that if not 
teen one could hardly believe; yet we have not 
as yet had one Man killed by Lightening, 
but we have had ſeveral died by the Bite of 
Snakes, which are mortal, and abound pro- 
digiouſly in the Swamps, through which 
we are often forced to march; there is ano- 
ther Inconveniency, which, tho' it ſeems 

I {mall 
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ſmall, has been as teaſing to me as the greater; 
that is a Kind of Tick, or Foreſt Bug, that 
gets into the Legs, and occaſions Inflamma- 
tions and Ulcers, ſo that the Wound itches 
and makes one ready to tear off the Fleſh ; 
this hath greatly diſtrefled both Men and 
Officers, and there is no Help nor Cure for 
it but Patience: Indeed they ſeldom occaſion 


Lameneſs, tho' ſometimes they do; a Soldier 


of our Company was forced to have his Leg 
cut off, for the Inflammation cauſed by the 
many Bites mortifying. We have nothing 
round us but Trees, Swamps, and Thickets. 
I cannot conceive how War can be made 
in ſuch a Country; there has not been 
Ground to form a Battalion ſince we left the 
inhabitants. I cannot conceive how we 
muſt do if we are attacked, nor how we can 


get up to attack; but the beſt is what the 


General ſaid, to reaſſure the old Soldiers who 
are all uneaſy for Fear of being attack'd on 
the long March in Defiles, his Excellency 
with great Judiciouſneſs ſays, that where 
the Woods are too thick ſo as to hinder our 
coming at them, they will hinder their 
coming at us. 

Juſt as I write this we Det the beſt 
News I ever heard in my Lite, the General 
hath declared to the Virginians, that if they 
do not furniſh us with Waggons and Pro- 

viſions 


(17) 
viſions in two Days, he will march back; he 
has juſtly upbraided them for expoſing the 
King's Troops, by their Bragging and falſe 
Promiſes. They undertook to turniſh us with 
Horſes, Bread and Beef, and really have gi- 
ven nothing but Carion for Meat, Indian 
Corn for Bread, Jades for Horſes which 
cannot carry themſelves. 'Theſe Aſſurances 
of furniſhing every Thing has deceived the 
General hitherto, and he, out of Zeal for 
the Service, hath undergone the utmoſt Dit- 
acalties; but now it is impoſſible to go farther 
without they comply with the Promiſes, 
they were weak, or wicked enough to 
make, for certainly they were never able to 
perform them; it is ſurprizing how they 
bragged before we left the Scttlements, of 
what Plenty they would furniſh us with at 
the Cow-Pens, and in the Woods; theſe 


Aſſurances has brought the General into the 


preſent Difficulties, and he has very juſtly 


told them, that if he marched any farther 


without a Supply, he ſhould be juſtly charged 
with deſtroying his Majeſty's Troops in the 
Deſerts, and thereby occafion the Deſtruc- 
tion of Virginia by encouraging the French; 


that if he was not ſupplied in two Days, he 


would march back, and lay their Breach of 
Faith before his Majeſty. 


I now begin to hope that I ſhall once more 
C have 


b | (18 ) | 
wu * have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, and the 
{ih reſt of my Friends. Pray acquaint my dear 
Fil: Mr. M , that I defire he would not ſell 
wid my Farm at — , fince I hope ſoon to be 


4 which Opportunity I take, not only to let 
you know I am well, but to deſire my Cou- 
ſin —- would not ſend any Money to 
Mr. to be remitted to me in Virginia. 
As the Pen is in my Hand, I will give you 
an Account of a Diverſion we had ſome 
Nights ago, it was an Indian Dancing, which 
I cannot call a Ball, though it was a Kind 
of Maſquerade, the Habits being very antick ; 
but this as every Thing in this Country is, 
was in the Stile of the Horrible ; the Sal de 
Bail was covered with the Canopy of Hea- 
ven, and adorned with the twinkling Stars, 
a large Space of Graſs was mark'd out for the 
Dancing-Place, round which we the Specta— 
tors ſtood, as at a Cricket-match in England, 
in the Centre of it was two Fires, at a ſmall 
Diſtance from each other, which were des- 
ſigned as an Illumination to make the Dancers 

viſible; 


| over.—The reſt relates to private Afﬀairs. 
1 F 
j Dear dir, 
F S the Intention of marching back con- 
13 tinues, another Courier is to be ſent, 
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619) 
viſible; near the Fires was ſcated the Mu- 
ſick, which were a Number of Men and 
Women, with a Kind of Timbrels or ſmall 
Kettle- Drums, made of real braſs Kettles, 
covered with Deer Skins made like Parch- 


ment by the Indians, and theſe they beat, 


and keep good Time, although their Tunes 
are terrible and ſavage ; they alſo ſing much 
in the ſame Stile, creating Terror, Fear, and 
all dreadful Paſſions, but no pleaſing ones. 
After this Noiſe had gone on for ſome 


Time, at once we heard a moſt dreadful 


Shout, and a Band of horrid Figures ruſhed 
into the Ring, with a Nimbleneſs hardly 
conceivable; they ſtruck the Ground in ex- 

act Meaſure, anſwering the rough Muſick ; 

at once all the Deſcriptions of the Fawns 
and Satyrs of the Latin Poets came into my 
Mind, and indeed the Indians ſeemed to be 
the ſame Kind of brown dancing People, as 
lived under King Faunus, ſome 3000 Years 


ago in Tah; they are moſt chearful and 


loving to their Friends, but implacable and 
cruel to their Enemies. They drink and act 
when drunk much like S:/enus and his Satyrs; 
their whole Life is ſpent in Hunting, War, 
and Dancing, what they now perform'd was 
a War Dance; as ſoon as this Surprize ceaſed 


the Dancers followed one another, treading 
C2 a 
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a large Ring, round the tw 
fic, and ceaſed ſinging; t 


Timbrels and 


Voices in the Centre ſet up a Tune to Which 


they continued dancing, and follow'd one a- 
nother in the Ring with a very true Meaſure, 
antick Poſtures, and high Bounds, that would 


puzzle our beſt Harlequins to imitate; ſoon 


after, to every five Dancers came out a Boy, 
carrying in their Hands flaming Splinters of 


light Wood inſtead of Torches, which caſt a a 


glim Light that made Things as diſtinguifh- 
able as at Noon-Day; and indeed the Surpri- 
fingneſs and Newnelſs of the Spectacle made 
it not unpleaſing; the Indians being dreſs'd, 
ſome in Furrs, fome with their Hair orna- 
mented with Feathers, others with the Heads 
of Beaſts; their Fodies naked, appearing in 


many Places, painted with various Colours, 
and their Skins fo rubbed with Oyl as to 


glitter againſt the Light ; their Waiſts were 
girded round with Bear or Deer Skins with 
the Hair on, and artificial Tails fixed to 
many of them that hung down near unto 
the Ground. After they had danced ſome 
Time in a Ring, the Muſic ceaſed, the 
Dancers divided into two Parties, and ſet up 
the moſt horrid Song or Cry, that ever I 
heard, the Sound would ſtrike Terror into 
the ſtouteſt Heart. They then formed them- 
{elves into two Bodies, four deep, all which 

I they 
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them, who was ſuppoſed to have maſtered 
his Enemy; he ſtruck the Ground with 


4Y 


(212 
they did ſtill dancing to the Tune and Mea 
ſure; they ceaſed firing, and the Muſic bo- 
gan, on which the two Bodies run in at each 
other, acting all the Parts the Indians uſe in 
their Manner of Fight, avoiding Shot, and 
ſtriving to ſurround their Enemies. Some 


Time paſt in this Manner, and then at the 


Signal of a diſmal Cry the Dancers all at once 
ruſhed out again, leaving one only behind 


his Tomohawk or Club, as if he was killing 


one lying there, then acting the Motions of 
ſcalping, and then holding up a real dried 
Scalp, which before hung upon him amongſt 


his Ornaments; he then ſung out the great 
Achivements which ſome of their Nation 
had performed againſt the French, told the 
Names of the Indian Warriors, and how 


many of French each had ſcalped, and then 
the Dance ended, &c. 
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L E T THA . 
Dear Sir, 


( 


N my laſt achnainted's you with the joy- 
I ful Nee that our General reſolved not 
to be any longer put upon by the Virginians, 
Orders were given for our March back, but 
the Day before that was appointed there ar- 
rived five Quakers decently dreſſed, they 
were pure plump Men, on brave fat Horſes, 
which, by the way, were the firſt plamp 
Creatures I had ſeen in this Country. Then, 
as I told you before, I believed Virginia was 
peopled by Pbaraob's lean Kine, but theſe 
Quakers ſeem to come from the Land of 
Goſhen, they looked like Chriſtian People; 
they went directly to his Excellence, and 
Curioſity carried us all to the general Quar- 
ters. They came with Thanks to the Ge- 
neral from the People of Penſilvania, for the 
great Labour he had gone through in ad- 
vancing ſo far into the Wilderneſs for the 
Protection. of his Majeſty's dutiful Subjects. 
They acquainted him further, that they had 
been cutting Roads to meet him with .a 
Number of Waggons loaded with Flour, 
Cheeſe, Bacon, and other Proviſion ; tho? 
this 


( 23) 
this was good News I did but half like it, 1 
fear'd it would occaſion our Stay, and pre- 
vent our marching back ; beſides it was 
oniinous, your Cheeſe and your Bacon being 
the Baits that draw Rats to Deſtruction, 
and it proved but too true ; this Bait 
drew us into a Trap where happy was he 
that came off with the Loſs of his Tail only. 
This Evening we ſaw the Road and Wag- 
gons, and the Men eat, this was a Duty fo 
long diſuſed, that it- was a Tour of Fatigue 
to the Teeth. The Fellows who drove the 
Waggons, tho' they would. have made but 
a ſhabby Figure amongſt our -Hampſhire 
Carters, yet here they looked like Angels, 
compared with the long, lank, yellow-faced 
Virginians, who at beſt are a halt-ſtarved, 
ragged, dirty Set; if by Accident they can 
clear enough by their Tobacco to buy a Coat, 
they rather chuſe a halt-wore gaudy Rag, 
than a ſubſtantial coarſe Cloth, or Kerſey ; 
they are the very Oppoſites to the Penſilva- 
* ans, who buy Coats of Cloth ſo ſtrong as 
= to laſt as long as the Garments of the / 
= raclites in their March through the Deſert; 
a Coat ſerves a Man for his Life and yet 
looks freſh, but this comes from their never 
wearing them at Home ; when out of Sight 
they work half naked. They are a very 
frugal People, and if they were not ſo would 


be | 
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here; as ſoon as they get Eſtates they come 
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be as beggarly as their Neighbours the /7r- 
ginians. The Ground does not bear half 
the Crops as in England; they have no 
Market but by Sea, and that very dull, if you 
conſider they are forced to put their Flour 
in Barrels after grinding and ſifting, all at 
their own Charge, and no Conſideration 
thereof in the Price; whilſt the Englifþ 
Farmer only threſhes his Wheat, and ſends 
it to Market. Tho' Penflvania is a Paradiſe 
to Virginia, it is a very poor Country com- 
pared to Englend, and no Man in his Senſes 
that can live with Comfort in England ſtays 


# 
N 


over to England. The Proprietor, a moſt 
worthy Gentleman, and univerſally admired, 
went over, and out of Complaiſance ſtaid a 
little Time with them, but ſoon returned 
back to England, where he reſides. If Pen- 
fikvania could be agreeable to any one it 
would be ſo to him, who is one of the moſt 
amiable. Men living, and the whole People 


uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to make the 


Place agreeable ; but alas, the Intemperature 
of the Climate, the Nearneſs and Frugalit ß 
in their Manner of Living, neceſſary to carry BF 
on the Cultivation; the Labour that moſt are 
forced to undergo to live, prevent their 
giving Way to Pleaſure, and the reſt, as ſoon | 
as they by Labour and Frugality get * 4 
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624) 
to come to England, leave that Country, fo 


there are not People enough at Eaſe to make 
an agreeable Society; nor to occaſion thoſe 


Improvements in Gardens, Buildings, and 


Parks, as would make Life agreeable, 
much leſs is their Numbers enough of Rich 
to afford Encouragement to ſupport publick 
Diverſions; ſo that America is a very diſ- 
agreeable Place, the leaſt Shire- Town in 


England has more Pleaſures than the beſt 
Town in North America. 


But to return to our Quakers, the Chief 


of them told the General that he fear'd 


greatly for the Safety of the Army; that the 
Woods, the further we went, would be the 


more dangerous, and the French were a 


ſubtle and daring Enemy, and would not 
neglect any Opportunity of ſurprizing us; 
that the further we went the more difficult 
it would be to ſupply us with Proviſions, and 
that the Country was not worth keeping, 
much leſs conquering. The French not 
yet knowing our Force were in Terror, 
and if he ſent would perhaps come into 


a Treaty ; that Peace was a heavenly Thing; 


and as for the Country in Diſpute it was 
miſrepreſented by thoſe Projectors, who 
had ſome private Advantage; for it was 
fit for none but Indians, the Soil bad, far 

Whig ink from 
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from the Sea, and Navigation ; therefore he 
thought if the French would abandon and 
deſtroy their Forts, and we do the ſame, and 
leave the Lands to their rightful Owners 
the Indians, on Condition that that Nation 
ſhould pay ſome Furrs and Deer Skins, by 
Way of Tribute, to our moſt gracious King 
George, a Pacification might be eſtabliſhed 
till the Matter was made up before his 
Majeſty. That General Ogletborp had in 
that Manner ſettled all Differences with 
the Spaniards on the Southern Frontiers, 
towards Florida, and the Accord laſted to 
this Day; on the other Hand, he ſaid, 
that if the French refuſed, then the Indians, 
who are a free and warlike Nation, and 
much too powerful to be deſpiſed, would 
probably take our Side; if we would pull 
down the French Forts, and our own alſo, 
they would be the Guard of our Colonies 

with very ſmall Expence to England. 
The General not only heard this Pro- 
poſal with Pleaſure, and communicated it 
to molt of the Officers, but doubted if he had 
Power to execute it. Some of the Brag- 
gadocio Virginians, who laſt Year ran away ſo 
ftoutly, began to clamor againſt the Quakers 
and the General; ſo we marched; on the 
General got as far as the Meadows, where, 
to haſten our March, he fortified and in- 
2 trenched 
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trenched a Camp, and left the heavy Bag- 
gage, ſick Men, and ſpare Proviſion, &c. 
and to cover our Communication, he left 
Colonel Dunbar with 800 Men. This Place 
was the only one where regular Troops 
could make Uſe of their Diſcipline and 
Arms, and it is all open Ground, there- 
fore the General made this Camp as a Place 
of Arms, where a Fortification being erected 
would ſupply the Army as they ſhould want, 
and might receive, and lay up the Proviſions 
in Safety, as they arrived from Penſiluania; 
the General alſo ſaid, that as this Place was 
on the Weſt Side of the Allegane Mountains, 
it preſerved his Majeſty's Rights againſt the 
French, who pretended that thoſe Moun- 
tains bounded his Majeſty's Dominions. Here 
we halted and refreſhed ourſelves bravely, 


by the Help of the Penſilvania Proviſions, 


= and of Deer, wild Turkeys, and Game of 
ſeveral other Kinds brought in by the 1z- 
3 4ans, which though we ſhould deem it bad 


enough in England, for there is not above 
one Deer in ten that is fat, yet here our 


former Wants made theſe delicious, 
On the 4th of Fuly our Indians were 
defeated in the Woods by the French Par- 
ties; a ſew only was killed, but their chief 
Man was taken; the French have treated 
mem very kindly, and declare they intend 
52 no 
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no War againſt the Þidians, The General 
is apprehenſive this will make an ill Im- 
preſſion on them, therefore does not care 
to truſt them any further ; he has publickly 
ſaid he will advance himſelf with 1200 
Men, drive the Enemy out of the Woods, 
and inveſt Fort Du Queſne; he is re- 
ſolved to be prepared for all Accidents, 
therefore leaves Colonel Dunbar with a 
ſtrong Party to make good this Camp. 
The Ground round the Camp is open, 
and the Situation ſo advantageous, that this 
Camp is defenfible againſt all the Efforts 
the French can make, if any Accident, 
thould happen to the General; and he 
has declared, he has put it in this Con- 
dition; that his Majeſty's Affairs may not 
ſuffer if he ſhould miſcarry. 

The General ſeems very anxious about 
marching through the Woods, and gave 
very particular Orders; Powder and Bul- iſ 
let were given out, and every Thing fit 
for Action; two Lieutenant-Colonels were 
ordered to command the advanced Party. 
The General followed with the Groſs of | 
the two Regiments from Europe, the Ame- 
ricans followed, and the Rear was brought 
up by Captain Dumary's, and another in- 
dependant Company. We marched on in 
this Manner without being diſturbed, and | 

| thought 
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thought we had got over our greateſt Dif- % 
ficulties, for We look'd upon our March | 
through the Woods to be ſuch: We were 
ſure we ſhould be much above a Match 


for the Prench, if once we got into the * 
open Ground near the Forts, where we Ss 
could uſe our Arms. We had a Train, — 


and a gallant Party of Sailors for work - . 
ing our Guns, full ' ſufficient; to maſter # 7 
better Works than thoſe. of the French „ 
Forts, according to the Intelligence wWe | 
had of them, Then we march'd on, and - 
when within about ten Miles of Fort 
N Du Queſne, we were, on a ſudden, charged 7 
- by Shot from the Woods. Every Man 8 
— was alert, did all we could, but the Men 2 
t dropped like Leaves in Autumn, all was Con- 84 
fuſion, and in Spight of what the Offi- 5 
. cers and braveſt of the Men could do, 
Numbers run away, nay fired on us, that | 
would have forced them to rally. I was | 
wounded in one Leg, and in the other 
Heel, ſo could not go, but fat down at 
the Foot of a Tree, praying of every 
one that run by, that they would help me 
off; an American Virginian turned to me, 
Yes, Countryman, ſays he, I will put you 
out of your Miſery, theſe Dogs ſhall not 
burn you; he then levelled his Piece at my 
Head, I cried out and age im behind # 
a the 
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che Nee, the piece went off * 
me,; and he run on; ſoon after PA «9 
. wing with a Party of Dumary's Compapy. 
came by, Who brought up the Rear; the 
Firing was now quite ceaſed, he told me 
the General was wounded; and got me 
carried off, When we artived at the Mea- 
dow, we found Colonel Dunbar did not 
think it expedient to wait for the French 
E there, but retired, and carried us, ed. 
ed, with him to Willis. Creek. A e 
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